After many fruitful trips, Bruce Read
provides an insight into his preferred
Top End hunting guide.

IT WS LATE inthe seasce and we were lorewarned by

frarm Brishara 2arly in theam; nics day, s shining,
birds singing and & halmy 31 degrees. Destination
Darwin viz Alice Springs, The llight was unevantiul oiber
tharthe inevitanle delay st Alice Springs.

We disembarked anto the tarmac 2 Allce anid 1
was like spmobady hitting you in (he face with 3
giant piece of hat 1aast. 11 nol het, it's roasting and
you really knaw you've arrived a1 Abice because this s
the anly place an the plane where the Ries don’l
Just buzz around you they fly stracght into your face,

Afer what seemed like 5n age we finally gat back
on the glane and comaleted the fast leg, You fave
just got to love spending the entite day in agroplanes
and alrports, The oaly saving grace is ihal you knaw
that ihis iz the beginning ol o live<day hunt that
will serve up & smargashord of some of the most
aristine wilderness couniry that sustratia has ta
aflfer and [n this hunter's humble apinian, the best

feral ptg hunting o the planet. Bar nane. anvwhare,

srrived af Darwin and trudged across 1o the
doimestic alr charmer hanges, Evérything was pre-
organised so we boarded the liitle single-prap Cessna
puddie jumper with Micky at the confrafs and were
an our wiy 1o the bush siripin the middle of

| - Arnbiem Land, We caald have been picked up by the

aperatar and driven oui 10 the mp bul declded
this time arcund 1o treaf cursebees 1o the 30 minule
[fight and aveld a seven hour W0 masathan. Been
there, done that

&0, Finally, after a day of trains, planesand

i mutamolbales we had 2rrived at base camy Eden just in
aurgide that I would be hot and dry. My plane tack all

time fotake @ shawer, watch ke sun sink slowdy in the
west and crack apen the fist of many ios told beers
o aur firse night,

Many & discussion 2nd samesimes even an argument
for 10 has been had over whene exacily in Aussralin is
the best pig hienting. Hunters from each of ihe huitag
disciplines, from ane state teanather and (om all

{ ks of life 2il have that great story b sell aboat that

ane unbelievable spot, that incredible irip, that hugs
pig and, of course, the oné that god away.
i persenally have had the good fariune, ovar the

| vears, tochave kunted =l pigs in 2 stack of differen
! areas araind New South Wales, Quesnsland and the

Harthern Territory, Some of these hients have beon

i puided or an bopked properties and some have been
L onprivale progerty with hunting mates. A& a ganeral

ruile, especially when liviting with a goide, | like to
try & different location andler sperator esch season
There iy ené sxception 1o this rule, Arnlem Land.,



YEAFS Ago an sutlil rallecl Trﬁpl'ml'Hmllfl'wg Safany was
recommenided 1o us: We hava been back with them
esery yeur, even ba the point that last year we were
back there bwice In thasame seasar.

| have penned guile a nember of arides en
diflerent hints and dilterent leeations and thoughe it
was well and truly time 1o pass ol my expesisices of
this particutar opermtor, Trepical Hunting Salarls
mperates aut of Darwin and is one ol the very lew
lunting grides officiaily Bmnced by ihe Nomthern Lasd
Couinoil fo aperate bn Ambem Land, Gur guide is Peter
Larman and this felfa knows his zilfion hectare
backyard Itke the back of his hand,

lust ag impartanl, Lorman Iy organised. Very
arpanisad. Hane of this " jeez, what'll we da today’
slufl; Mo way, Bvery day s a different adventure going
1o different and divarsifled landscapes and skyles of
hunting. The only thing that is an abselute conslant is
the nunhers of nasty big pigs. Even thaugh wa have
been back to Armhem Land an many oocasions with
Teoperal Huntlng Safarle each seasomn antd fime ol vear
seems b make all the difference. Bvery Lime we relurn
it fike no one had ever heen there hefnre

5, whal can you expecl when you part wilh vour
hard earned dollars, Frsily, all you meed bring I3
vaur fifle, ammi, personal allaics, booze and » pair
of strong legs. That's it. Peter supplies the rest. You
gt a well set up bungalaw smack bang in the
mididle of Arnham Land, real beds, hol and cold
shivwers, fans, fridges and thres very [2rge square
mieals & day (Peler doss all of the cooking). You get a
well maintained Yamaha Big Bear quad ke thar will
fake you meny hundreds of klics aver the tourse of
the week and you get Peter with his Glock pistol lor
salely and a videa camera catching all the action
an tape.

This blake only takes a relativiely small number of
hanters each seasan, His hunting range is ennrmous;
iz Ipnks atier it and nobody else is allawed 10 buni
there. The general rule af thumb i yoia're nob there
io [Hlagi away al everyiking that moves, Just knock
mer the big fellas: Don't worry, there’s plenty af
them ta go around,

This s God's owen <omntry, ruggedly bedotilul and
mirked onfy by the scourge of the feral pig. Good news
Tar us Bunters bechuse whenever you and your hunting
mates decide 1o go on this adventure vow can be

'- -r:? = ' i 1 i
assured that yod will hunt an Poodalaing and in
paperbark fgrests, through canyons and caves, around
amazing lHllabongsy ard swamps, up meuntaing aned
down channel country and all you will see s pristing
cinlry, nrndi'glnus. ameunby ol wildhife and pigs. Lots

| of pigs. h, and some very tasty barra,

1ii 1he years we been going 1o Arnhem Land we have
nint had a diszpoointing trip vet and we have tried
eardy, mid and labe season just to sample the
Willezences, What rermains the same s we alwivs came
away with that overwhelming sense of ssislaciion gne
gebs havirg spent quality dime with yaor mates ana
krocking over a stack of big feral ples:

The Tropleal Huriting Salarl experience rates a
consistent nine out of 1 for meand my bunting
mintes, Far the record, my fast trip was just Jehn and 1,
itwag mid Ocioberand blocdy hot bui 1 mosg sy that
{he evenings confed down 16 a somehat more
respetabile termp thal at least allowed a comfortable
steap under the fans

O it was for five days ancd they ane very lull
days. At the erd of the hunt voo are well 2nd truly

kenackered, The les [RET s Varked |:|H|:|.-||dinu_ an the
i number of people so check with Peter when you call..

Wechaileézedl a small plane Elsal cast aroomd $1700
total for both the drop off ard pick up flights, i Lhe
senal plane b ned an aplian then the trp i and ool
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ABOVE: Despite
numars retum
trps, the author has
nawvar failed to shoot
lnads of good pigs.

TOP LEFT: Amhem
Land iz renowned ns
a tap spat far traphy
bpars,

TOP: Tha operation’s
base camp is well
kitted out far a
comiartable night
aftor o hard day
spent hunting,



{whin Peteris incloded in his price (st allow b iy

elther side of the hunt lor travel)

Gur rifles al choice were a Mardin 30030 lever-actian
ansl a Weatherby MgV Unira Light 308 for me and
Iehe had his fleminglon 270,

Over the courie of the live days we never himnted the
wame aren twice and covered a couple of hundred
Lilometres on the quads and 50km ar g0 on ook We
jracked, walc e, photographied ard stzlked hundreds
and hundreds of pigs of all shapes and slees. Batvesn
John and | we weldd have knocked aver aroune 50
gquality 10oky ples boars and a few wslisdey manster
sows, Each irip vau juit have to spend at least balf a
day dn thetinny witha rod and re fighting with
sizeable NT barm

Trapical Hunting Satars have been established up
the Territney Tor dankeys years and s well resgecis iy
thase in the Business and just as bmpartantiy by the BT
indigenous peoples, Peter locks after his domain,
pravides quality coeipmient and takes care ol e

L ostemers wilh o view b getiing them back year i,
[ oyearoul. B

Far more infarmalion ahael Traphon)! Huering Safars

B © onitact Peter Lonsison an (8] 5845 AR
T ol BHO7 BRF 627

TOP: Warlous types of tarrain is encountered
across the guide’s concession.

LEFT: The suthor with anather good Amhem
Land boar.



